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Ginkakuji Temple
(The World Cultural Heritage Site)
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View from observatory
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Direction to Ginkakuji Temple from Kyato Station (City Bus)
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The Origin of

Ginkakuiji Temple, a Zen temple, was established in 1482 by Ashikaga
Yoshimasa, the eighth Muromachi Shogunate. Yoshimasa, following
Kinkakuji Temple Kitayama den built by his grandfather Ashikaga
Yoshimitsu, built villa Higashiyama den to spend his retired life. Gin-
kakuji is the common name, and formally it was called Higashiyama
Jish&iji, taking after Yoshimasa’s posthumous title after his death.
Higashiyama den is the place where Higashiyvama culture formed
mainly by Yoshimasa started, and is the start of modern life style of
the Japanese.

Even now, the combmahon of ngaqmyama culture and Zen culture
can be seéii here.™ PR
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Hedge at Ginkakuji

The harmony of about 50 meter long hedges made of stones, bamboos and camellias lin-
ing both sides of the approach from the main entrance to the courtyard is magnificent.
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Yoshimasa spent his whole life building Higashiyama den
villa. Here, the beauty of nature in each different season is
adapted skillfully giving the atmosphere of a profound
spiritual world. Its garden matches harmoniously with
Kannaon-den (Ginkaku) and Togu-do, and catches people’s
heart.
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Ginsyadan & Kogetsudai seen from Katomado Window

The contrast of Ginsyadan representing waves and white
sand Mt, Fuji shaped Kogetsudai is enchanting.
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Usually the interior is not open to the public.
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Paintings in the Main Hall
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By Lke no Taiga (1723 - 1776)
Born in Kyoto. Just like Buson,
one of the leaders of Japanese
Nanga painting. His style is
very distinct among all Nan-
ga painters.
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| Yosa Buson (1716 - 1783)
Born in Osaka. Though he more or
less expressed the beauty of nature
in Haiku poems, he preferred and
expressed unworldly points of view
in paintings.
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Tomioka Tessai (1836 ~ 1924)

Born in Kyoto, He studied ancient Japanese thought and
culture, Confucianism and Buddhism. In his middle age,
he started Shijosect Yamatoe (Japanese) painting. In his lat-
er year, he became the center of Nansoga painting, colorful:
Iy and dynamically painting elegant Cﬁine%e paintings.
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Gensou Okuda (1912 - 2003)

Born in Hiroshima. He paints energetically
and enjoys numerous awards at Nitten. He
is now the master of Japanese painting cir-
cles. In 1973, he was awarded Japan Acade-
my of Arts Award and in 1984 Order of Cul-
tural Merit.
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Yoshimasa spent his whole life building Higashiyama den
villa. Here, the beauty of nature in each different season is
adapted skillfully giving the atmosphere of a profound
spiritual world. Its garden matches harmoniously with

Kannon-den (Ginkaku) and Togu-do, and catches people’s
heart.
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Ginsyadan & Kogetsudai seen from Katomado Window

The contrast of Ginsyadan repreaentirg; waves and white
sand Mt. Fuji shaped Kogetsudai is enchanting.




